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Main Pathways

There are different types of qualifications to help you secure the career/job that you 
would like, the main categories are:
➢ A-Levels – These are broad qualifications where you study a particular subject. You 

usually choose 3, and these may be subjects that you studied at GSCE level.  They 
are seen as desirable for university but it is helpful if you pick 3 that fit with your 
chose career path. For example Health and Social Care students may pick Biology, 
Psychology and Sociology

➢ Apprenticeships – These qualify you to do a specific role for example a car 
mechanic. They provide you with full training on the work place. You go to ‘work’ 
and do the job and gain your qualification alongside and get paid a part wage.

➢ Vocational/Occupational Qualifications – These are often BTECs which are 
‘vocational subject’ specific, for example Business or Web Design. 

➢ Using the link below find out more about these and other career options -
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/help-with-
choosing-your-post-16-options

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-16/help-with-choosing-your-post-16-options


GCSE Grades & College Levels

GCSE’s have an impact on the course level that is 

applied for at college:

Courses at college are usually @...

However, if the final grades are different to the 

predicted grades submitted at application, the 

‘colleges’ will move learners to the appropriate 

level, without you needing to re-apply.

Level GCSE Grades ‘Old’ GCSE Grades

Level 3 – (A-level Equivalent) 2 Years 4-9s A*-C

Level 2 – 1 Year 3-9s A*-D

Level 1 – 1 Year 1-3s D-Ungraded



Careers Signposting

The school website has some useful links to local 

providers, including open day information.  This 

is regularly updated. 



Careers Signposting

Scroll to the bottom of the ‘Post 16 Destinations’ 

page and click for provider links…



The Local Labour Market

We encourage learners to look at our Local Labour Market 
Statistics when considering career options. Information 
about our local labour market can be found easily on-line.

Labour Market – “the availability of 
employment and labour, in terms of supply 
and demand”.

Definition from Oxford Languages



Careers Support

We offer Year 11 careers support in a range of ways:

➢The opportunity to complete the PSHE – Careers and Your 

Future Module to explore careers, progression options, 

providers, course levels, interview prep etc.

➢The opportunity to visit local colleges.

➢ 1-1 time with their PSHE/Careers teacher to decide the courses 

they wish to apply for.

➢ 1-1 time to apply for courses.

➢ Signposting to access credible careers websites: 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-

choices-at-16

We also have an independent careers advisor 

booked in for March 2022 to meet each learner.

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16


Applying for Courses

Most providers have an online application system 

which is easy to access and follow.  

This often includes the creation of an online 

application portal which enables you to check the 

progress of the application and make changes to 

this, including personal details and the ability to 

apply for additional courses.



Applying for Courses

Search ‘Bournemouth & Poole College’



Applying for Courses



Applying for Courses



Applying for Courses

Search ‘Brockenhurst College’



Applying for Courses



Applying for Courses


